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A REPORT 0» inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
the revival and extension of Christian sharing and_the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 
teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress soctety will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 
changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 


vitalized Christian capitalism 


sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. _or ; 
when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be 
WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 


means to set our country right. 


that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing 


chen it is right, but 
through democratic 


to seek 





How News Is Slanted 


Wm. Evjue, editor of the Madi- 
son, Wisc., Capital Times, long 
known as a courageous and pro- 
gressive-minded editor, recently 
charged: that the United Press and 
the Associated Press, the two ma- 
jor American wire services, are of- 
ten guilty of distortion and falsi- 
fying the news to conform to polit- 
ical and economic views of a few 
wealthy and powerful publishers; 
that the two wire services are dom- 
inated by the richest and most re- 
actionary publishers in America. 


He gave as examples of current 
news distortions: An AP story that 
ran recently which declared that 
the TVA flood control program 
was a failure, a story apparently 
hatched to combat popular de- 
mands for a Missouri Valley power 
development after the recent dis- 
asterous Missouri Valley floods. 
When many authoritative sources 
refuted the facts in the AP’s TVA 
story, no correction or retraction 
was run. 

Another example: When crime 
in big cities was traceable to Dem- 
ocratic machines, the news was 
played up: when similar investiga- 
tions found crime in Republican 
controlled cities, the political angle 
was played down or suppressed en- 
tirely. Also when it was revealed 
that the GOP governor of Illinois 
had many Illinois editors and news- 
men on the state payroll, the AP 
tried to squash the story and didn’t 
run it until weeks later when the 
facts were forced into the open. 

Mr. Evjue also charged that the 
AP and UP both played a hit-run 
smear game with Sen. McCarthy. 
His editorial stated, “The Capital 
Times believes that its readers 
should know that the AP and UP 
have been handling the news about 
McCarthy to fit the bias of the 
powerful and wealthy publishers 
who control the policies of those 


news agencies. We charge that the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





ISARMAMENT LEADERSHIP: It is cheering to hear that the U. S. 

hopes to take the initiative in promoting world-wide disarmament at 
the Paris UN General Assembly. There has been at least a partial awak- 
ening in Washington that the Soviets have captured the moral leadership 
of much of the non-Communist world by making themselves appear as 
the champions of peace while American leaders have identified them- 
selves by voice and action almost entirely with rearmament, atomic bomb 
development and other war-scare talk which the whole world fears and 
hates. But at Paris the American delegation is to be instructed to push 
for a universal disarmament program, with international inspection and 
safeguards for both conventional and atomic weapons. With Russia’s 
inner tensions and enormous slave blight, there is not much hope that 
such a rearmament program can be inaugurated. But if the U. S. can 
regain some of its lost leadership, that will be more effective in curbing 
Communist expansion than many new armies. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ILITARISM, THE REAL THREAT TO FREEDOM: While much 

is being said about the Russian Communist threat to our demo- 
cratic freedom, little or nothing is reported about the threats to our 
freedom already operating from within. Democracy cannot and never 
has survived where militarism becomes dominant. Powerful military- 
political-industrial forces in this country are now intimately associated 
in a strong drive for even greater expansion of the American military 
strength, greater domination of the military over American industrial 
and civil life. 

IN THE ATOMIC FIELD the push is focussed on wresting the 
control of all atomic projects, military and otherwise, away from civilian 
direction and putting it under military domination. Two reasons are 
given: First, the military want the authority to decide when and where 
atom bombs are used — this in the face of the fact that the two times 
the U. S. A-bombs were used we blundered morally and strategically. 
History has already recorded that the dropping of A-bombs on Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki was unnecessary since the Japanese were already 
making arrangements to surrender. (See BTL, Feb. 20, ’50; also Look 
Magazine, May 23 and 30, 1950, for a naval intelligence resume). 

Second, big business wants the atomic program under military 
leadership because civilian control will likely mean state ownership of 
the vast atomic sources of energy and heat which will someday, probably 
sooner than later, be major sources of public utilities. Big business wants 
private profit interests to control these atomic sources of power and light. 


HE RELATIONSHIP of large business interests to militarism in 
America is often revealed by business reports. For instance, the Wall 
St. Journal recently stated: “Talk of truce in Korea is making a lot of 
businessmen nervous. Plans to cut production are mentioned by many 
firms . . . ‘A Cease Fire in Korea means a Cease Buy in retail stores’ 


said one.” A few days later the Journal reviewed what they called the 
Rearmament Economy in terms of business inventories reaching a record 
of $69.7 billion at the end of May as compared with $53.3 billion a year 
ago and enormous surpluses in wheat, cotton and industrial production; 
they noted that expenditures in new plant and equipment, “one of the 


biggest props under the booming post-war economy”, may reach $24 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Encouraging Trend 


An important business leader 
has recently challenged manage- 
ment to invite employees to share 
both in the policy-making and the 
profits of industry, “and thus 
make the workers believe again 
in the dignity of labor and its re- 
wards.” These recommendations 
came from Lansing P. Shield, 
president of the Grand Union 
chain grocery stores, who stated 
further, ‘“Self-preservation de- 
mands that we make an _ honest 
appraisal of our American system 
and make needed changes”. The 
swing away from the “long hours, 
poor pay, intolerable working con- 
ditions” of an earlier era has car- 
ried us alarmingly toward the oth- 
er extreme and the attitude that 
“work is something to be avoid- 
ed.” He places the major respon- 
sibility on management “to return 
to the worker ... a greater sense 
of security, more direct participa- 
tion in the enterprise and a feel- 
ing of achievement.” 

He noted that fewer than 17 
million workers — out of the near- 
ly 43 million in private industry 
— have adequate insurance, pen- 
sions, disability protection and “in 
most cases the amount of cover- 
age is pitifully small.” For in- 
stance, hospitalization protects less 
than 10 million workers. “Fringe 
benefits are well named,” Shield 
noted, because “only a fringe of 
industry has them. Pension plans 
that are fiscally sound are the ex- 
ception rather than the rule,” and 
the overwhelming majority of re- 
tirement plans do not cover the 
worker if he changes his job, 
hence are often actually only “de- 
vices to chain the worker to his 
job.” Only with plans which per- 
mit the worker freely to move 
from one job to another without 
sacrificing pension rights “may 
we have both security and liberty.” 

Thinking along the same lines, 


James E. Day, president of the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 











Encouraging Trend 
(continued) 

Midwest Stock Exchange in Chi- 
cago, declared that wider distribu- 
tion of securities among. the 
American people was “the strong- 
est single army for the protection 
of our country against the inroads 
of socialism and communism... 
It may be a shock for you to learn 
that in Japan 12 per cent of the 
people own securities and business 
enterprises; while here in our 
country only 7 per cent of our 
people own shares in American in- 
dustry. We must continue to cor- 
rect this situation if we are to 
have a free America.” 

Such thinking on the part of 
leading American business men is 
a healthy and encouraging por- 
tent for the future. 


How Mews 








ls ‘Slanted 


(¢ tinued) 

AP and UP have angled, distorted 
and suppressed news about Mc- 
Carthy to support his political for- 
tunes, and to undermine public 
confidence”. The Capital Times 
described various examples of how 
both AP and UP “dragged their 
feet” on news unfavorable to Mc- 
Carthy, such as exposures of his 
income tax scandals, but “pounced 
eagerly” on news looking unfavor- 
able to the Truman Administration. 


SMALL BUSINESS SQUEEZ- 
ED OUT: Most contracts for war 
materials are awarded through ne- 
gotiations rather than publicly ad- 
vertised competitive bidding, ac- 
cording to testimony before the 
House Small Business Committee. 
The proposed Small Defense Plants 
Corporation Act would represent 
the rights and interests of small 
business which under present con- 
ditions cannot compete with big 
business for Government orders. 
Big business maintains representa- 
tives in Washington with fat ex- 
pense accounts, contacts and know- 
how, which small business cannot 
afford. 


ROUND TRIP: American steel ex- 
ecutives recently went to Korea on a 
Government-backed mission to de- 
termine the qualities of steel scrape 
available in the battlefields and de- 
stroyed communities of Korea — 
for American mills. Much of the 
steel shot away in Korea was made 
by the use of scrap salvaged from 
World War II. When the scrap is 
brought home and processed again, 
who will we use it against next? 
We wonder if the steel men and 
Government brass have shown as 
much concern for salvaging the 
men whose lives are broken, the 
American homes that have been 
“scrapped” to send a young hus- 
band to war, the 3 million Korean 
families who have lost members of 
their families among civilian casu- 
alties? 








(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


billion which is 361 per cent above that of 1939. This enormous expan- 
sion of American industry was openly referred to as inseparable from the 
military build-up. Then some days later the Wall St. Journal complained 
“Business expansion stops a!l over the U. S. A. because of the Korean 
truce talks.” 

That then is the picture —a titanic production plant pushed to 
increasing expansion by the greatest profit-taking in history — but gear- 
ed to war, dependent on war to keep it going. The great surpluses of 
wheat, cotton, industrial goods demand war to consume them — and 
when truce talks begin, business falls off. So the military, the politicians, 
the industrialists must talk war fears, push for a bigger Army and Navy, 
push UMT, try anything to keep the big parade going. 

NO DEMOCRATIC CHOICE: Top business interests associated 
with steel, plane and ship manufacturing, textiles and chemistry, which 
are all closely and profitably involved in the expanding American military 
power, are giving full cooperation in the program to extend military con- 
trol by putting over the Universal Military Training program which will 
put every male in America under the domination of military authority, 
thought and discipline for eight years of his life. Elsewhere in this issue 
(column at right) we report on the false claims made for UMT. But here 
we would show how the people are given no democratic choice in the mat- 
ter. In true military style, UMT must be put over, whether the people want 
it or not. The National Security Training Commission is stacked with pro- 
military figures. The men designated to weigh and measure the matter 
of extending military domination in the U. S. through UMT and other 
kindred problems all have a long record of subservience to military ideol- 
ogy; all have long favored extensive military controls. The general public 
and its interests, churches, labor unions, educational institutions, etc., — 
none are represented on this Commision. 

The Chairman of the Commission is James W. Wadsworth, long 
associated with military affairs in Congress; he pushed the National De- 
fense Act of 1920 which in its original version included provision for 
universal peace-time military training, though that clause was deleted by 
Congress. Wadsworth was also the sponsor in the House of the Burke- 
Wadsworth Act of 1940 which was the Selective Service Act under which 
men were drafted prior to World War II. During the war, he saw a 
chance to put across labor conscription and therefore joined in drafting 
the bill which he introduced in the House in Feb. ’43, known as the 
Austin-Wadsworth bill; he pushed it despite the united opposition of the 
AFL, the CIO, the NAM, the U. S. Chamber of Commerce and the U. S. 
Government’s Management-Labor Policy Committee which did not see 
the need for it. Another member of the Commission is Karl T. Compton, 
also with a long record of pro-conscription activities and association with 
many military enterprises. 

A third member of the Commission is Will Clayton, a Texas mil- 
lionaire, formerly head of Anderson, Clayton and Co., the largest cotton 
brokers in the South, and active with groups that spent large sums to 
spearhead the drive for UMT in 1950. He has held various Administration 
posts and his power in Washington is revealed in a report in the Congres- 
sional Record for Aug. 17, ’49, which states that he “did more than any 
other person to get the approval of the Marshall plan in Congress” and, 
furthermore, that “Five hundred and fifty million of the ECA dollars 
spent in the U. S. went to Anderson, Clayton and Co.” (Clayton’s firm). 

The other two members of the Commission are military men, Lt. 
Gen. R. S. McLain and Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid who must function 
as disciplined members of a military establishment favoring UMT. 


OFTENING UP THE PUBLIC FOR UMT: An example of how the 
public mind is being conditioned to the acceptance of a much wider 
military domination with little democratic opportunity to dissent may be 
seen in the release of 14 films called “Class Room Movies For To- 
morrow’s Draftees”, produced by Coronet Films with the cooperation of 
the Dept. of Defense. According to Coronet Magazine for October, these 
films propose to “help young people prepare to give their best to, and 
make the most of, military service.” They are to be shown to high school 
students throughout the nation as a part of the high school curriculum. 
There is “one for each week of a semester course.” Coronet frankly 
explains that “the cultural pattern of America” must be changed and 
describes the attitudes they want to change: “The boys and girls now in 
high school have grown up taking certain principles for granted. First, 
peace is basic. Youngsters have been taught to abhor violence and to 
value ‘getting along with others’. This philosophy runs all through their 
training from infancy through high school.” These films aim to change 
that point of view! Coronet continues, “Second, military training and 
war have been identified as the same thing. The beginning of training 
means the beginning of war...” This attitude too they think should 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Facts About UMT 


If you want to join in the bat- 
tle against the destruction of 
American democracy by militar- 
ism, you will find the National 
Council Against Conscription to 
be an effective and authoritative 
source of information on this sub- 
ject and the place to get excellent 
materials at small cost. This 
group, sponsored by many of 
America’s most outstanding spirit- 
ual and educational leaders, has 
recently published a succinct and 
comprehensive analysis of the 
Universal Military Training ques- 
tion. We are presenting the follow- 
ing summary of this analysis be- 
cause this information is of vital 
importance NOW. If you want the 
complete text, or extra copies, write 
to the National Council Against 
Conscription, 1013-18th Street, 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 


THE PRESSURES: Successive 
Congresses have for years refused 
to yield to the tremendous pres- 
sure of various powerful groups 
advocating some form of compul- 
sory Universal Military Service. 
Even last spring when climactic 
pressure was put behind UMT, 
Congress held back, hedging the 
legislation about with such restric- 
tions that UMT actually could not 
begin until both houses of Con- 
gress had acted on it once again! 

Why did Congress do this? If it 
is important to the national de- 
fense that all American youth be 
compelled to take military train- 
ing, why has Congress been so re- 
luctant to adopt it? Congress has 
been quite willing to approve Se- 
lective Service and huge appropri- 
ations for the military — why has 
it refused for so long to pass Uni- 
versal Military Training? 

The answer is that thousands of 
Americans have let their represen- 
tatives in Congress know what a 
serious blow to American democ- 
racy they consider compulsory mil- 
itarization to be. 

Too many have given their sons 
and their money to fight the re- 
sults of militarism in other coun- 
tries—-to watch  unprotestingly 
while it fastens itself on their own 
land. They realize that, when Con- 
gress debates this legislation, it is 
not considering an immediate crisis 
in world affairs, but a crisis to de- 
mocracy itself. 

Because that is so, there is still 
a chance to defeat Universal Mili- 
tary Training, despite the continu- 
ing pressure of powerful organized 
groups that favor it. But it can be 
defeated only if members of Con- 
gress can be reassured that there is 
still a strong public opinion oppos- 
ed to UMT. 

THE REAL FACTS ABOUT 
UMT may surprise you, since 
some of its proponents have not 
been too scrupulous about the ac- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Facts About UMT 


(continued) 


curacy of their claims. Here are 
some of the major claims for 
UMT which you will be hearing— 
followed by factual material that 
exposes the falseness of these fa- 
miliar arguments: 

That adoption of UMT would 
provide more trained soldiers for 
the present emergency. 

The Facts—The Selective Service 
Act has machinery for drafting all 
the men needed by the armed 
forces. Putting UMT into effect 
now actually would reduce the ef- 
fectiveness of the Regular Army, 
since scores of thousands of men 
would have to be drawn from the 
Army to furnish the training units. 

That UMT is an emergency leg- 
islation to meet the present crisis. 

The Facts—Proponents of UMT 


are using emergency psycholo- 
gy to fasten permanent military 
regimentation on all American 


youth. Most supporters of UMT, 
like the American Legion, have 
worked for compulsory military 
training for many years, and have 
made no secret of their desire to 
have it imposed as a permanent 
program. Since they know that in 
normal times the American people 
would never tolerate passage of 
such legislation, these groups exert 
their most strenuous efforts in a 
time of emergency, attempting to 
tie the two together. Even Gener- 
al MacArthur opposes considering 
UMT as emergency action. He 
told a congressional committee re- 
cently: “I should advise most se- 
riously, if I were considering the 
problem (UMT), that we should 
wait and get through with the 
emergency . . . and then on what 
has resulted and what exists then, 
I would sum up the facts and 
make my decision.” 

That UMT-trained men would 
be available for immediate service 
in the event of war. 

The Facts—More people are mis- 
informed on this point about UMT 
than on any other. Modern war 
is not fought by individual soldiers 
carrying rifles, but by combat 
“teams”. The training of these 
teams is the hardest, most import- 
ant part of the training. Since it is 
a matter of coordinating the troop 
units that actually are going to 
fight together, this cannot be done 
by UMT. Men who served their 
six months in UMT and were lat- 
er recalled would have to have this 
training from the beginning, as 
well as learn how to handle new 
weapons. What this means can be 
seen from the fact that it takes 
from seven to nine months to 
bring previously trained National 
Guard and Organized Reserve 
units to “operational readiness” 
after they are mobilized. (N. Y. 
Times, Feb. 11). 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


be changed and military training today must be presented as the end of 
war—although no instance in history can be cited where that has been true. 

Coronet explains why these films are needed: “With the passage of 
the Universal Military Training and Service Act last June by Congress, 
the nation endorsed new principles which demand great psychological 
adjustments by our young people and their parents.” This argument in 
itself is based on the false assumption that the UMT law is already final 
— when it still has to come before Congress again. 

These films will be pushed upon educators who will be high- 
pressured to use them. Local American Legion chapters will be stirred up 
to “put the heat on” any educator whose knowledge and concept of histo- 
ry will make him hesitant to accept these films which distort history and 
destroy in the minds of American youth the true meaning of democracy. 


USSIAN ATTACK REMOTE: This situation is especially mean- 

ingful in view of the fact that danger of an attack by Russia on this 
hemisphere is regarded as remote or impossible in the foreseeable future. 
(See BTL, Oct. 22; also U. S. News, Oct. 1 for statement by the Chief 
of the U. S. Navy). And now the danger of a threat of a Russian attack 
on Western Europe is also being viewed as increasingly remote. 

Even Gen. Eisenhower has greatly reduced his original estimate 
of the number of divisions he would need to face Soviet aggression in 
Europe — first asking for 40 to 60 divisions, and some of his advisers 
mentioned 80 divisions. Now he puts the figure at 20 to 25 divisions. 
Since he is still trying to build the strongest possible defense force in Eu- 
rope, why does he think an army of 20 to 25 divisions could thwart 
Stalin’s 200 or more divisions? According to military sources, and also 
from George W. Heard, writing in the UN World (Oct.), a study of the 
Korean fighting has revealed that “division” was a variable term, that 
the North Korean and Chinese divisions, organized after the Soviet pat- 
tern, have had only 55 per cent of the manpower of ordinary Allied di- 
visions. The latest reliable sources put the Russian infantry divisions as 
roughly about the equal of 140 Western style divisions, of which about 
35 could probably be turned westward, plus some German units and 
about 8 satellite divisions of questionable loyalty. As for firepower, the 
Red divisions possess only 66 per cent of the conventional firepower of 
an Allied division; furthermore the quality of their Russian equipment 
was found to be inferior, particularly their T-34 tanks compared to our 
new maneuverable T-42s. 


(continued) 


RITISH ELECTIONS: In our issue of Oct. 8, we explained why 
the return of the British Tories to power would be warped in the 
American press and radio reports to sound like the end of the “Socialist 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Facts About UMT 


(continued) 


Even men with previous Army 
training need “intensive refresher 
training’ when remobilized, ac- 
cording to Gen. J. Lawton Collins, 
Army Chief of Staff. 

That Universal Military Train- 
ing will help to reduce casualties 
in a future war. 

The Facts—Army studies (Infan- 
try Journal, Sept. °49) reveal that the 
greatest number of casualties are 
caused by fragments from high ex- 
plosive shells, which, like atomic 
bombs, do not discriminate be- 
tween trained and untrained men. 
Battle casualties, which were high- 
est among front-line troops, oc- 
curred about equally among bat- 
tle-hardened veterans and raw re- 
placements. Other important causes 
of casualties were preventable dis- 
ease, poor intelligence work, blun- 
ders of commanders, and _ acci- 
dents. “No factual data exists to 
support the universally held opin- 
ion that the infantry replacement 
has initially a higher casualty rate 
than the veteran,” says the Army 
Ground Forces study. (N. Y. 
Times, Oct. 26, °50.) 

On the contrary, ten to twenty 
thousand causalties a year could be 
expected from UMT itself, since 
reported figures on causalties in 
“realistic” training with live am- 
munition indicates a two per cent 
casualty rate. 

That the existence of Universal 
Military Training would eliminate 
the need for a large standing army. 

The Facts—Because men who 
go through UMT need months 
more of re-training before they 
are ready for active service, there 
will be no reduction in the size of 
the regular army. No military lead- 
er will agree to reducing the stand- 
ing army because of a UMT pro- 
gram since thousands of Army per- 
sonnel would be needed to train 
the nearly one million boys a year 
in UMT. 

That UMT would strengthen de- 
mocracy because it would require 
all youth to serve. 

The Facts—Coercion does not be- 
come democratic just because it is 
applied to all. If that were the stand- 
ard of democracy, then slavery 
would be democratic, and the ar- 
mies of Hitler’s Germany and Stal- 
in’s Russia would be prime exam- 
ples of democracy. What democ- 
racy really means, when it is not 
being distorted for propaganda 
purposes, is the essential equality 
of all men, which is flagrantly de- 
nied by the army officer-caste sys- 
tem. It means the right to choose 
one’s leaders, to criticize and make 
changes, to have a voice in the 
rules under which one lives, and 
to go on strike against injustice. 
Army discipline is the exact oppo- 
site of these. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Facts About UMT 


(continued ) 


That the adoption of UMT 
would frighten Russia into “behav- 
ing itself.” 

The Facts—If the U.S. monopoly 
of the atomic bomb could not 
frighten Russia, it is obvious that 
the mere training of manpower, in 
which Russia can always exceed 
us. will not. To understand the ab- 
surdity of this argument. Ameri- 
cans need only ask _ themselves 
whether Russia could build enough 
arms to frighten the United States 
into submission. History demon- 
strates that nations that are rough- 
ly equal in power can never coerce 
each other. What actually happens 
is that each move in the arma- 
ments race —and this would be 
such a move — results in a counter 
move by the other side. Far from 
having a calming effect on inter- 
national tension, the adoption of 
compulsory military training for 
the first time in our history would 
certainly increase the tension, and 
could even be a factor in precipi- 
tating war. 

Another important point to re- 
member here is that the interna- 
tional difficulties we face cannot 
be successfully dealt with by the 
kind of people who think in such 
over-simplified terms as “frighten- 
ing Russia into behaving itself.” 
Yet this is exactly what militarism 
does: reduces all problems from 
their complex reality to the sim- 
plicity of recourse to war or threats 
of war. This is one of the major 
reasons why America should guard 
against exposing all its young men 
in their most formative years to 
the narrow rigidity and notorious 
inadequacies of the military mind. 

That UMT would improve the 
national health. 

The Facts— Those who 
this argument usually cite 
large number of rejections 
reasons of health during the 
World War II draft, and claim 
that six months of “healthful 
outdoor training” would correct 
this condition. There are two 
obvious reasons why this argument 
is not valid: (a) because men who 
are physically or mentally unfit 
would be rejected by UMT just as 
they were rejected by the Army, 
and (b) the greater part 
of the physical conditions that re- 
Ited in rejection originated in 
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X-Ray and Foreeast — (continued) 


experiment” in Britain. Anyone can read the British newspapers for him- 
self and see that such reports are dishonest. The suppression and falsi- 
fying of the true situation in England by many papers and broadcasters 
has been one of the most flagrant examples of the abuse of freedom of 
the press in this country in recent years. Churchill made it known in ad- 
vance that his government will continue the British public health pro- 
gram which has been the main target of the jeers against the British Labor 
government in this country. The Tories will not attempt to return any 
of the British basic industries — light, power, fuel, banking, housing, rail- 
road communication, etc.,— to the control of private capitalists. The 
Tories will return the steel and iron corporations to private ownership, 
though they will continue close regulation of those industries. The 
Churchill government will endeavor to give more efficient and business- 
like administration. But the British government will retain a system 
of public services and security that continues to make it a welfare state. 

Another unexpected benefit of the Churchill’s return to power is 
that, as an astute politician close to the European mind, he will be able 
to curb some of the extremism among the American militarists which in 
many instances has created more enemies than friends among the non- 
Communists of Europe. While Churchill has held the view that the 
possession of the atom bomb by western democracies has been all that 
deterred Russia from expansion westward—a view not accepted by 
many other equally eminent authorities, — Churchill has nevertheless 
been disturbed by the brazen and almost ill-mannered way the atom bomb 
has been waved as a big stick by little men in high places in this country. 

The most ironic thing about the Tory victory is the opinion now 
prevailing throughout England that it came because the British people 
realized that their economy could not survive without many more Ameri- 
can dollars and that Churchill could get the dollars more easily than the 
Laborites who have been the victims of increasing smears in the U. S. 
So the American financial and industrial forces that have fought the 
Laborite government as “a Socialist regime financed by American dollars” 
now will face a very able, insistent Churchill demanding many more dol- 
lars to continue the same Socialist experiments! 

Mr. Churchill is also known to be quite dissatisfied with Ameri- 
can extremes on trade — such as our efforts to bar almost all trade with 
Communist bloc nations, which he feels only drive the poor and trade- 
hungry neutral nations into the Soviet bloc. Mr. Churchill also believes 
in a reapproachment to Russia, a view considered practically subversive 
in this country by the extremists who in their muddle-headedness and 
frantic fear of socialism helped elect him! 


UTURE INEVITABILITIES: The thing to keep in mind for a long 
view is that — as most political scientists believe — the Tory victory 
only represents an interlude in the social evolution of England and the 
European continent. Europe with its 400 million people has lived chiefly 
from the development and exploitation of colonies. The colonies through 
their own evolution have now become unexploitable. Therefore, with such 
large populations as now exist in England and Europe, and with such 
limited resources available, a free economy is simply impossible. The 
moral responsibility of human kind has not developed to the place where 
those who have much will voluntarily share with those who have little. 
So the state must regulate the development of such resources as are avail- 
able and see to it that those resources are used for the benefit of all and 
not monopolized by the privileged few. Even democratic peoples will 
resort to strong controls — even though it means tyranny, they’ll choose 
that rather than go hungry. 
The coming months will be very severe for the people of Britain 
— and would have been no matter who had been elected. But if British 
conservatism abuses its franchise and tries to favor the survival of wealth 
rather than the survival of the British standard of living for the common 
people, then there will likely be a wide swing left again with Aneurin 
Bevan coming into power. 





E WANT TO GIVE YOU A CHRISTMAS GIFT! If you will 

send in 12 gift subscriptions to Between The Lines, we will 

send you a copy of Charles A. Wells’ recent book, The Great Alterna- 

tive, as a gift from us. With each subscription, we will send an attrac- 

tive Christmas card in your name announcing your gift. Send your gift 
list, with $1.50 for each name. We'll do the rest. 

A LIMITED NUMBER of gift editions of The Great Alternative 
are still available. If you want to order this handsomely bound book 
with a slip case, send for it today. The price is $2.50 postpaid. Or order 

ular edition at $2. postpaid. Address Between The Lines Press, 
99, Demarest, New Jersey. 
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Facts About UMT 


(continued) 


reveal that in America’s peacetime 
Army the incidence of venereal 
disease was 37 times that of simi- 
lar age-groups in college. In addi- 
tion to unwholesome and unnatur- 
al sexual relationships, cheating, 
stealing, lying, gambling, profanity, 
“gold-bricking,” boot-licking, and 
irresponsible handling of property 
abound in the Army. 

Not the least cause of moral 
disintegration comes from Army 
insistence on obedience to super- 
iors, rather than on the forming of 
moral judgments and the accept- 
ance of personal responsibility for 
one’s actions. The responsible per- 
son is always “someone higher up,” 
who makes the decisions, who 
must be obeyed without question. 
To train boys to kill, and to teach 
them that killing is a proper and 
effective method of solving social 
problems, destroys respect for per- 
sonality and human life. 

Even the President’s Commission 
on UMT, composed entirely of peo- 
ple favorable to the program, 
wrote: “We must admit at once 
that a serious moral problem is pre- 
sented by the removal of a boy of 
18 from the normal influences of 
his home, church, school and local 
community, and his comparative 
isolation in a camp with large 
numbers of other men under an 
entirely new and different envir- 
onment.” 

No matter what the name, it is 
still permanent peacetime univer- 
sal military training. The proposed 
Universal Military Training pro- 
gram is now being sold to the 
country under another name “Na- 
tional Security Training Corps,” to 
remove the stigma which has al- 
ways, in the American mind, been 
attached to militarism. The advo- 
cates of UMT know from experi- 
ence that many Americans are too 
fearful of an expanding militarism 
and too familiar with the failure 
of this system to bring either peace 
or security in Europe or Japan to 
be willing to fasten it upon them- 
selves. Hence the need for selling 
it to the American people under a 
more attractive name. 

The real decision is 
hands. 

The question of permanent com- 
pulsory military training has not 
been settled. That decision will be 
made by Congress within the next 
few weeks or months. Before that 
decision is made there will un- 
doubtedly be great pressure put 
on Congress by army spokesmen 
and semi-military groups. If the 
opposition to UMT is to be effec- 
tive, Congress must know where 
the people stand. Only a widespread 
expression of concerned public 
opinion can hold back the pressure 
of militarism and its threat to 
freedom. 
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